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TECHNOLOGY REDUCES EMISSIONS

(Mr. SMITH of Texas asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute and to revise and extend
his remarks.)

Mr. SMITH of Texas. Mr. Speaker, to
ensure environmental progress, we
must let technology lead the way.
However, the liberal media often ig-
nores news about innovations that
would mitigate climate change.

A recent report by the Environ-
mental Protection Agency shows that
U.S. greenhouse gas emissions have de-
clined by 11 percent since 2005. No
other industrialized country has made
so much progress. Investor’s Business
Daily points out in an editorial, ‘‘How
U.S. Slashed CO,,” that breakthroughs
in technology, and not one-size-fits-all
regulations, are the reason for U.S.
success in reducing emissions.

The IBD article also notes that many
countries that signed the Paris accord
continue to increase their emissions.
Instead of innovating, these countries
are regulating. Regulations set impos-
sible targets for carbon emissions and
have little impact on the environment.
The media should report on techno-
logical innovations that address cli-
mate change. Instead, they use scare
tactics to promote more government
regulations and government control of
the economy.

———

INTERNATIONAL CHART DAY

(Mr. TAKANO asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. TAKANO. Mr. Speaker, today I
am introducing a resolution to recog-
nize April 26 as International Chart
Day, a celebration of charts, data vis-
ualization, and infographics of all
types.

An American public that is better
equipped to understand what goes in a
good chart will be better equipped to
spot and discard fake news. In news re-
porting and academia, the use of prop-
erly sourced and formatted charts help
explain complex issues. Charts help the
brain discern patterns and trends that
large amounts of data often hide.

The goal of International Chart Day
is to study the history of data visual-
ization, celebrate innovations in
infographics, and encourage wider
adoption of their use across society.
My colleagues and I in Congress are
prolific creators of charts, many of
which are archived on the excellent
blog ‘“‘Floor Charts,” curated by Wil-
liam Gray. If you are interested in
joining in on the celebration, please
share your favorite charts online and
use #chartday.

———

HONORING TAMMIE JO SHULTS

(Ms. MCSALLY asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend her re-
marks.)

CONGRESSIONAL RECORD —HOUSE

Ms. MCSALLY. Mr. Speaker, I rise
today to honor Tammie Jo Shults, the
Southwest Airlines captain who hero-
ically and expertly landed the damaged
Boeing 737 last week. She saved 148
lives through her courage, skill, profes-
sionalism, and nerves of steel.

We also mourn the death of Jennifer
Riordan, who was Kkilled by the imme-
diate effects of this mishap.

Tammie Jo Shults was a hero long
before this successful emergency land-
ing. Captain Shults was one of the first
female fighter pilots for the U.S. Navy
and one of the first to fly the F/A-18.
Although she was never allowed to fly
in combat, she became an aggressive
pilot and an instructor. Tammie Jo re-
minds us that the airplane doesn’t care
whether you have ovaries or not, as
long as you have the qualifications and
training to complete the mission.

That is why, Mr. Speaker, I intro-
duced a resolution on Monday to com-
mend Captain Tammie Jo Shults for
her unflappable courage that saved so
many lives and for paving the way for
women in the military and commercial
aviation to finally fly in combat and
lead as equals. Generations of women
can fight for freedom and save lives,
like she did, because of her.

Thanks for leading the way, Tammie
Jo, for all of us.

————
GOP TAX SCAM

(Mr. YARMUTH asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Mr. YARMUTH. Mr. Speaker, I rise
today to offer a real-life account of the
raw deal Republicans gave the Amer-
ican people with their GOP tax scam.

Dennis, a retired constituent of mine
from Louisville, who still works part
time, recently wrote a letter to the
Courier-Journal newspaper. He stated:
“The so-called tax cut for the middle
class is going to cost me an estimated
$600 more in taxes in 2018.”

Dennis pays his taxes quarterly,
which is why he did these calculations
now. He added in part: ‘I urge peobple
to look into this so-called great tax
break for the middle class. This might
change your mind on the current Mem-
bers of Congress that have been mis-
leading you to thinking they are actu-
ally working to help you, unless you
are one of the big donors!”’

Dennis isn’t alone. By the time this
scam is fully implemented, more than
80 million middle class families will see
their taxes increase. That is not
progress. That is a ripoff.

——
AIR MARSHALS PROGRAM

(Mr. DUNCAN of Tennessee asked
and was given permission to address
the House for 1 minute and to revise
and extend his remarks.)

Mr. DUNCAN of Tennessee. Mr.
Speaker, yesterday’s New York Times
carried a story headlined ‘‘Scandals
and Investigations, but Few Arrests,
for Air Marshals Program.”
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In fact, in the most recent 10-year pe-
riod that was studied, 148 air marshals
were arrested; and throughout the his-
tory of this program, there have been
many more air marshals arrested than
there have been arrests made by air
marshals. Yet, over the last 10 years,
the Congress has appropriated well
over $8 billion for this needless, useless
program. At least 250 air marshals have
been terminated for misconduct and
over 400 more have resigned or retired
during conduct investigations.

This has to be about the easiest job
in the country today. All these mar-
shals do is fly back and forth, back and
forth, on airplanes, usually or often in
first class. The New York Times’ story
said the program ‘‘is in such disarray
that it does little to deter terrorists,
many of its employees say.”

The story also said alcohol abuse is
so rampant that the TSA has had to
monitor whether the armed guards
show up for their shifts sober.

Mr. Speaker, yet, we are going to
give this needless, useless program an-
other $800 million this year. Ridicu-
lous.

ADAPT ACT

(Mr. SCHNEIDER asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute and to revise and extend
his remarks.)

Mr. SCHNEIDER. Mr. Speaker, in
2016, more than 63,000 people died from
drug overdose, more than 30,000 of
these from opioids. We also know that
80 percent of heroin users started with
prescription opioids. Reducing opioid-
related deaths will take a broad, multi-
faceted effort, and everyone has a role
to play, including physicians.

In congressional hearings and com-
munity conversations, I constantly
hear that enhancing continuing edu-
cation for prescribers on the risks asso-
ciated with opioid medication and indi-
cations and treatment of addictive be-
haviors can help reduce dependence and
abuse of these drugs.

This week, I was proud to partner
with Congresswoman SUSAN BROOKS of
Indiana to introduce the bipartisan
ADAPT Act. Our bill would help ensure
prescribers have continuing medical
education on safe prescribing, opioid
risks, pain management alternatives,
early detection of drug abuse, and
treatment options for patients suf-
fering from addiction.

We know more about opioid addiction
today than we did 20 years ago. With
ongoing research, we will continue to
gain new insights and understanding.
We need our doctors to be equipped
with the latest tools and best practices
when treating patients.

I urge my colleagues to join us in
support of this effort to equip those on
the front lines of the opioid crisis with
the latest and best training to help our
communities.
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HONORING CORPORAL EUGENE
COLE

(Mr. POLIQUIN asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. POLIQUIN. Mr. Speaker, yester-
day, my fellow Mainers woke up to
heartbreaking news: Corporal Eugene
Cole, a deputy at Somerset County
Sheriff’s Office in Norridgewock, was
shot and killed in the line of duty. This
horrific act was the first killing of a
police officer in Maine in almost 30
years.

Every day, Mr. Speaker, for 13 years,
Eugene Cole put on his uniform and his
equipment and set out to protect our
families in Maine. Mr. Cole served cen-
tral Maine with honor and integrity
and a relentless sense of duty.

Mr. Speaker, Maine is one of the
safest places in the country to live and
work and raise your Kkids, and that is
because of heroes like Eugene Cole. I
am so grateful for his work and his sac-
rifice.

On behalf of all of my fellow Mainers,
Mr. Speaker, I send our deepest sym-
pathies to the family of Eugene Cole. I
will be praying for them during this
very, very difficult time.

———

THE NEXT VA SECRETARY

(Mr. BANKS of Indiana asked and
was given permission to address the
House for 1 minute and to revise and
extend his remarks.)

Mr. BANKS of Indiana. Mr. Speaker,
I rise today in support of our Nation’s
veterans.

Over the last 16 months, this Con-
gress and President have made tremen-
dous progress for the men and women
who have served our country in uni-
form. Congress passed and the Presi-
dent signed into law the largest expan-
sion of GI benefits since World War II:
appeals reform, the Accountability and
Whistleblower Protection Act, and sev-
eral other important bills.

As a member of the House Veterans’
Affairs Committee, I have been proud
to author legislation and contribute to
these initiatives on behalf of Hoosier
veterans. But there is still so much
more to do for our veterans and to ad-
dress many of the longstanding issues
within the VA, which is why it is abso-
lutely vital that our next VA Secretary
has the experience and commitment
needed to build upon the progress that
we have already made.

Our veterans have made tremendous
sacrifices to keep our Nation free and
secure, and they deserve the highest
quality of people serving at the VA.
Today, I urge the Trump administra-
tion to nominate a VA Secretary com-
mitted to making important reforms
and serving our Nation’s heroes who
have served us so well.

——
PAKISTAN’S SUPPORT OF
TERRORISTS

(Mr. POE of Texas asked and was
given permission to address the House
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for 1 minute and to revise and extend
his remarks.)

Mr. POE of Texas. Mr. Speaker, Paki-
stan has been betraying the inter-
national community and is supporting
terrorism. The Financial Action Task
Force officially placed Pakistan on its
grey list of countries not doing enough
to counter terror finance. Not only
does Pakistan provide safe haven for
all stripes of terrorist groups, it also
turns a blind eye to so-called Islamic
charities tied to terrorist operations
and other terrorist financiers. Paki-
stan has paid lip service to the fight
against terrorism, while supporting the
very criminals that kill Americans and
our allies.

Mr. Speaker, I was just at the White
House where the President honored
many of our wounded warriors, some of
them wounded in Afghanistan and Iraq.
Pakistan’s intelligence services have
fostered working relationships with the
Haqqgani network, al-Qaida, and the
Taliban—terrorist groups. Meanwhile,
the Pakistan Government has received
over $30 billion of American aid.

Pakistan is a Benedict Arnold un-
faithful ally. We need to stop paying
Pakistan to betray us. They will do it
for free.

And that is just the way it is.

———

KANSAS TEAMS REACH THE NA-
TIONAL SCIENCE BOWL  NA-
TIONAL FINALS

(Mr. YODER asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. YODER. Mr. Speaker, I rise
today to congratulate Blue Valley
West High School and Pleasant Ridge
Middle School on winning their re-
gional competitions of the National
Science Bowl.

Since 1991, the Department of Energy
has been using the National Science
Bowl to encourage students from di-
verse backgrounds who excel in science
and mathematics to pursue careers in
those areas. For our Nation to remain
the beacon of innovation and creation
that it is today, we must support and
inspire our youth to experiment and
explore the world around them.

In January of this year, 9,000 high
school students and 4,500 middle school
students passionate about science and
mathematics began to compete. The
young people from my district worked
hard and have found themselves par-
ticipating in the national finals. Start-
ing today, these two bright groups of
young people will represent Kansas in
the National Science Bowl’s national
finals.

Mr. Speaker, I call upon all of us in
this body to join me in wishing Blue
Valley West and Pleasant Ridge’s team
good luck in the National Science
Bowl’s national finals.
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FAA REAUTHORIZATION ACT OF
2018

GENERAL LEAVE

Mr. SHUSTER. Mr. Speaker, I ask
unanimous consent that all Members
have 5 legislative days to revise and ex-
tend their remarks and include extra-
neous material on H.R. 4.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Pennsylvania?

There was no objection.

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr.
YODER). Pursuant to House Resolution
839 and rule XVIII, the Chair declares
the House in the Committee of the
Whole House on the state of the Union
for the consideration of the bill, H.R. 4.

The Chair appoints the gentleman
from New York (Mr. DONOVAN) to pre-
side over the Committee of the Whole.
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IN THE COMMITTEE OF THE WHOLE
Accordingly, the House resolved

itself into the Committee of the Whole
House on the state of the Union for the
consideration of the bill (H.R. 4) to re-
authorize programs of the Federal
Aviation Administration, and for other
purposes, with Mr. DONOVAN in the
chair.

The Clerk read the title of the bill.

The CHAIR. Pursuant to the rule, the
bill is considered read the first time.

General debate shall not exceed 1
hour equally divided and controlled by
the chair and ranking minority mem-
ber of the Committee on Transpor-
tation and Infrastructure.

The gentleman from Pennsylvania
(Mr. SHUSTER) and the gentleman from
Oregon (Mr. DEFAZIO) each will control
30 minutes.

The Chair recognizes the gentleman
from Pennsylvania.

Mr. SHUSTER. Mr. Chairman, I yield
myself such time as I may consume.

Mr. Chairman, in calling up H.R. 4,
the FAA Reauthorization Act of 2018,
this bipartisan legislation is cospon-
sored by every chair and ranking mem-
ber of the Transportation and Infra-
structure Committee.

This bill is critical to our economy,
to millions of Americans who work in
aviation, and to hundreds of millions of
Americans who use the system every
year. H.R. 4 authorizes FAA programs
through FY 2023.

This is a long-term bill, something
that is overdue. Too often, our aviation
programs face short-term extensions,
CRs, and threats of government shut-
downs. We are now operating on the
fifth extension from the last long-term
FAA law, which was signed on Feb-
ruary 14, 2012.

Before the bill was signed into law,
Congress passed 23 short-term exten-
sions. This is an incredible amount of
uncertainty for programs that rely on
long-term stability. That uncertainty
was one of the reasons I initially
pushed for air traffic control reform, to
separate the modernization of our sys-
tem from the unreliable Federal budget
process.
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